| nvestigating the narrations of placing the hands upon the chest in
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{jb_quote} It is rather unfortunate that we have to spend time to discuss a subject which the Muslim ummah has
accepted to be a difference of opinion for over 1400 years just to address some of our enthusiastic brothers and
sisters who claim that everything besides placing the hands on the chest in salah isweak!.{/jb_quote}
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It is rather unfortunate that we have to spend time to discuss a subject which the Muslim ummah has accepted to
be a difference of opinion for over 1400 years just to address some of our enthusiastic brothers and sisters who
claim that everything besides placing the hands on the chest in salah is weak! We have our sincere brothers and
sisters going from Mosgue to Mosque and reprimanding (and chastising) any Muslim who places their hands
anywhere in Salah so thisis an attempt to show that the narrations instructing to place the hands upon the chest
in Salah are infact weak and disregarded.

Considering the state of the Ummah we would prefer to spend our time on positive Dawah rather than getting
bogged down in polemics but we are left with no choice but to address the matter in a professional and
Academic manner which has been turned into a issue to divide the Ummah and cause chaos which is in fact
nothing but a storm in a teacup.

Before proceeding understand that the placing the hands above the Navel doesn’t mean chest and nearly all
narrations of the issue of placing the hands upon the chest will be discussed here with the first one in great detail
since it is proclaimed to be the most authentic and the discussions on the rest summarised.

Narration of SayyidinaWail IBn Haj'r (RA) in Ibn Khuzaimah with
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addition of " On His Chest" :

{jb_bluebox} Sayyiduna Wail Ibn Huj'r (RA) says, 'l prayed with the Prophet (Sallallaho Alaihe Wassallam) and
he placed hisright hand over hisleft on his chest. [Ibn Khuzaimah] {/jb_bluebox}

Chain of Narration of tradition of Sayyidina Wail IBn Haj'r (RA):

This narration is recorded in Ibn Khuzaimah and narrated through the following chain:

{jb_bluedisc}1{/jb_bluedisc} Muammal bin Ismail (RA) who narratesfrom;

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Sufyan (RA) who narrates from;

{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Asim Ibn Kulayb (RA) who narrates from;

{ib_bluedisc}4{/jb_bluedisc} Hisfather (Kulayb Ibn Shihab (RA)) who narratesfrom;

{jb_bluedisc}5{/jb_bluedisc} The companion SayyidinaWail 1bn Huj'r (RA);

Firstly. we have highlighted the chain of Kulayb Ibn Shihab (RA) because the same tradition is also
authentically narrated by two others narrators and both don't mention anything about hands been upon the chest,
at al!

Secondly, even if we were to disregard the two other authentically narrated traditions we will later discuss the
narrator Muammal bin Ismail (RA) which is also highlighted.

There are many other chains for this hadeeth, however, none contain this extrawording. Thus, it is clear that this
isMuammal bin Ismail's own erroneous addition to the hadeeth.

Narration of SayyidinaWail IBn Haj'r (RA) in Saheeh Muslim with no mention of " On
His Chest" :



PPV 200000000 00000 2000 0000070000 00000 0000 00 00000 000000700 00000000 0000000070777
P90 2000?00?00 00000 0000000000 0 00000 000000 0000000 0000 0000 0000700007
DDV DD 2D PP 77?2777 27 27777 27777 27 277 277 227777 277 277777 2777 2777 22 2777 2777

P00 200000 0?0 000000 02 0020002 000 000 000 000000 0000 000 00000000000 002 00?2 070707

{jb_bluebox} Sayyidinawail IbnHujr (RA) reported: He saw the Apostle of Allah (Sallallaho Alaihe
Wassallam) raising his hands at the time of beginning the prayer and reciting takbir, and according to Hammam
(the narrator), the hands were lifted opposite to ears. He (the Holy Prophet) then wrapped his hands in his cloth
and placed his right hand over his left hand. And when he was about to bow down, he brought out his hands
from the cloth, and then lifted them, and then recited takbir and bowed down, and when (he came back to the
erect position) he recited:" Allah listened to him who praised Him." And when prostrates. he prostrated between
the two palms. [Muslim]{/jb_bluebox}

Narration of Sayyidina Wail 1Bn Haj'r (RA) in Musnad of Imam Ahmed (RA) with no
mention of " On His Chest" :
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Students of Sufyan Tahwri (RA) all except Muammal bin Ismail (RA) not mentioning
"On HisChest" :

Thirdly, the other narrators who report the hadeeth together with Sufyan al Thawri (RA) from Aasim bin Kulaib
(RA) have aso not included these words in their narrations. Observe the following list of narrators who have a
reported the same hadeeth from Aasim bin Kulaib but none of then have included the additional words reported
by Muammal bin Ismaeel

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Shiubah, Abdul Wahid, and Zubair bin Muawiyah asin Imam Ahmad's
Musnad. (Ahmad 18398, 18371 & 18397)

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Zaidah asin Imam Ahmad's Musnad, Darimi, Abu Dawood. Nasai and
Baihagi (Ahmad 18391, Darimi 1357, Abu Dawood 726, Nasai 889 and Baihagi 2325)

{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Bishr bin a Mufaddhal asin Ibn Mgjah, Abu Dawood and Nasai (Ibn Majah
810, Abu Dawood 726 & 957, and Nasai 1265)

{jb_bluedisc} 4{/jb_bluedisc} Abdullah bin Idrees asin Ibn Mgjah (Ibn Majah 810)

{jb_bluedisc}5{/jb_bluedisc} Salam bin Saleem asin Abu Dawood Tayalisi's Musnad (Abu Dawood



Tayais 1020)

The weakness of Narrator Muammeal bin Ismail (RA):

Since the additional words in the narration "On His Chest" are only mentioned in the chain containing
Muammal Ibn Ismail (RA) it iscritical to examine his strength as a narrator and here is what the Scholars have
mentioned regarding him.

Imam Muhammad bin Nasar Al-Marwazi (RA) declared Muammal bin Ismail (RA) to beweak in
memory and makes mistakes.

He is the great erudite Scholar Muhammad Ibn Nasr Ibn Hajjaj Al-Marwazi (Abu Abdullah Al-Marwazi) who
was born in Baghdad in 202 AH, grew up in Nishapur and settled in Samargand. He traveled the centres of
Islamic knowledge such as Khurasah, Ray, Baghdad, Basra, Kufa, Madinutul-Munawarrah, Makkatul-
Mukarramah, Syria and Egypt and learned under Masters of Hadeeth of the time Yahya Ibn At-Tamimi (RA),
Ishag Ibn Rahway (RA), Yunus Ibn Abdul-Aala (RA), Ibraheem Ibn Al-Mundhar (RA) amongst others and
reached heights of knowledge which was recognized by many Scholars. Others said about him:

Ibn Hibban (RA) (Author of Saheeh Ibn Hibaan): He was one of the Imams of this world who collected and
strove (towards knowledge), and he was knowledgeable of the (opinion of Scholars) of his time and their
differences and most of the (Scholars) of the time had excelled in knowledge.

Khateeb Baghdadi (RA): He was amongst those knowledgeable people who knew about differences (of
opinions) amongst the Sahaba (RA) and those who came after them regarding injunctions.

Imam Hakim (RA) writes about him, "The Imam of Hadeeth of his time, unmatched and unparalleled”

Qadhi Muhammad Ibn Muhammad (RA) said that it hasreached us from earlier Scholars that men (of
knowledge) from Khurasan were four:

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Abdullah Ibn Abi Mubarak (RA)

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Ishaq Ibn Rahway (RA)

{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Yahyalbn At-Tamimi (RA)
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{jb_bluedisc} 4{/jb_bluedisc} Muhammad Ibn Nasr Ibn Hajjg Al-Marwazi (Abu Abdullah Al-Marwazi)
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Abdullah Ibn Muhammad Al-Asfaraini (RA) narrates that | heard Muhammad Ibn Adbullah 1bn Hakm' (RA)
say, "Muhammad Ibn Nasr (Al-Marwazi (RA)) was an Imam in Egypt so what is Khurasan?
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Imam (Mufti) Ibnus-Salah (RA) classed him as a Shaf'ae and writes that he had in depth knowledge of sciences
of Figh and Hadeeth and he was a Sahibul-lkhtiyaar so he sometimes disagreed with the Shaf'ae Scholars and
adopted another way and there is nothing (wrong) with this asin this he was like Ibn Khuzaima (RA), Al-Muzni
(RA) and those before them like Abi-Thaur (RA).

Thisisone of the earliest and original record of a Scholar of Hadeeth contemporary of Imam Bukhari (RA)
discrediting the narrations by Muammal bin Ismail (RA) by declaring him weak in memory and a person who
makes many mistakes:
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Imam Tirmidhi (RA) reportsthat Muammal bin Ismail (RA) made a mistake:
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{jb_bluebox} Imam Tirmidhi related a hadith where Mu'ammal isin the chain and says: "Thisis a Ghareeb
(strange) hadith and it is not preserved, this narration should be narrated as this; From Hammad Bin Salamah,
from al-Hasan al-Basri from Nabi and thisis (the) correct (chain), while Muammal bin Ismail (RA) made an
error in his (sanad) and said; from Humayd from From Anas, he has no Mutab'iah (or anyone following /
supporting him up) in this."{/jb_bluebox}

Three things to note from Imam al-Tirmidhi:

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} The narrations which were authenticated by al-Tirmidhi (Tahseen and Tas-
heeh) only was so because Muammal bin Ismail had authentic Shawahid and Mutabi'ah.

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} In cases where thereis an addition to the isnad and matn from Muammal bin
Ismail then it isrejected by a-Tirmidhi and not preserved.
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{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Muammal bin Ismail made errors.

Imam Nasa'i (RA) reportsthat Muammal bin Ismail (RA) makes many mistakes:
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{jb_bluebox} After narrating a hadith (adu'a), Abu Abdir Rahman said: "Thisis an error, (meaning) from 'Asim
from Shabi, The correct (chain) is Shu'bah from Mansur, Muammal bin Ismail makes MANY MISTAKES,
against him is Bahz Bin Asad in histransmission (of this hadith), (which states), from Shu'bah from
Mansur"{/jb_bluebox}

Imam Ibn Haj'r Al-Haytami (RA) reportsthat Jamaah (majority) consider Muammal bin Ismail (RA) to
be weak:
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{jb_bluebox} al-Haythami narrates a hadith from al-Tabrani's Awsat and says: "It is narrated by al-Tabrani in al-
Awsat and in it is Muammal bin Ismail (who is) Thigah (according to) Ibn Hibban but the Jamaah (majority)
considered him weak" .{/jb_bluebox}
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{jb_bluebox} He relates a hadith from Musnad al-Bazzar and says: "It was narrated by al-Bazzar, and initis
Muammal bin Ismail, he thigah according to Ibn Maeen and Ibn Hibban, but weak according to al-Bukhari and
other than him, and the rest of it's narrators are Thigah"{/jb_bluebox}
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{jb_bluebox} He relates a hadith from al-Tabrani's Awsat and says. "It isrelated by al-Tabrani from two routes
(chains), in thefirst of the two is Mansur Bin dinar and he is Weak and in the last is Muammal bin Ismail (heis)
Thigah according to Ibn Ma'een but weak according to the Jamhoor (Majority)"{/jb_bluebox}
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{jb_bluebox} He again relates a hadith from al-Tabrani's Awsat and says. "He (al-Tabrani) said: "No one else



elevated it (i.e. made it Marfu’) from Hammad Bin Zayd except Muammal bin Ismail”, "I (al-Haythami) say:
Mu'ammal is Thigah but makes many mistakes, he is Thigah according to Ibn Maeen and other than him but
weak according to al-Bukhari and other than him also, and the rest of it's narrators are Thigah"{/jb_bluebox}

Imam Mizzi (RA) reportsthat Imam Bukhari (RA) declares Muammal bin Ismail (RA) Munkar ul-
Hadeeth:
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Imam Dhahabi (RA) reportsthat Imam Bukhari (RA) declares Muammal bin Ismail (RA) Munkarul-
Hadeeth:
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Imam Abu Hatim (RA) reportsthat Muammal bin Ismail (RA) makes mistakes:
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{jb_bluebox}...He (Ibn Abi Hatim) said i asked my father (Abu Hatim) regarding Muammal bin Ismail and he
said Honest, Firm in Sunnah makes abundant mistakes, write his narrations...{/jb_bluebox}
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{jb_bluebox} "he (Abu Hatim) was asked regarding Muammal bin Ismail and Abi Huzayfah and he said in their
books are many errors while Abu Huzayfah made fewer mistakes of the two."{/jb_bluebox}
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{jb_bluebox} "It was also said that he buried his books and narrated by heart and thus erred aot"{/jb_bluebox}

Imam Hakim (RA) reportsthat Imam Dar Qutni (RA) declares Muammal bin Ismail (RA) makes many
mistakes:

{jb_bluebox} al-Hakim said: "l said to al-Daragutni (regarding) Muammal bin Ismail (RA) : He replied Sudooq
(truthful) but many mistakes.{/jb_bluebox}

Imam Dar Qutni (RA) (RA) reportsthat histeacher doubted the memory of Muammal bin Ismail (RA):
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{jb_bluebox} After narrating a hadith where Mu'ammal Bin Ismaeel isin the chain Imam al-Daraqutni says:
"Abu Bakr (al-Naysaburi) informed us that if Muammal bin Ismail remembered it (this hadith) theniit is
Ghareeb, for he was opposed by al-Imam Abdur Rahman a-Mahdi".{/jb_bluebox}

Imam Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr (RA) specifically rgjects Muammal bin Ismail (RA) with multiplereport
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Imam Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr Asgalani (RA) specifically mentionsthat thereisweaknessin naration between
Muammal bin Ismail (RA) and Sufyan (RA) which isthe chain of the hadeeth in question:
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Shaykh Al-Albani (RA) specifically mentionsthat Muammal bin Ismail (RA) isweak in memory and the
status of thisHadeeth in Ibn Khuzaimah isweak:

Shaykh (RA) however states that this Hadeeth is Authentic through other chains!
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What about the fact that Imam Bukahri (RA) narrates from Muammal bin Ismail (RA)?

Imam Bukhari (RA) doesn't narrate anything from Muammal bin Ismail (RA) at al! Theredlity isthe Hadeeth



isasfollows;
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{jb_bluebox} Narrated Al-Hasan: (Al-Ahnaf said:) | went out carrying my arms during the nights of the
affliction (i.e. the war between 'Ali and 'Aisha) and Abu Bakra met me and asked, "Where are you going?’ |
replied, "l intend to help the cousin of Allah's Apostle (i.e.,'Ali)." Abu Bakra said, "Allah's Apostle said, 'If two
Muslims take out their swords to fight each other, then both of them will be from amongst the people of the Hell-
Fire." It was said to the Prophet, ‘It is alright for the killer but what about the killed one? He replied, "The killed
one had the intention to kill his opponent.™ [Bukhari]{/jb_bluebox}

Then the following text appears beneath the actual Hadeeth:
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{jb_bluebox} Sayyidina Hammad Ibn Zayd (RA) states that then | narrated this Hadeeth to Ayub (RA)and
Y ounus Ibn Abeed (RA) and these two individuals then narrated, Hasan (RA) narrated to Ahnaf 1bn Qays (RA)
and he narrated to Abu Bakra (RA); we were narrated this Hadeeth from Salman and Hammad (RA) narrated it
to him. Mumaal states that we were narrated Hadeeth from Hammad Ibn Zayd (RA) and he was narrated to by
Ayub (RA), Younus (RA), Hisham (RA) and Ma lla Ibn Zaiyad (RA) through the chain of Hasan (RA) and it
was narrated to him by Sayyidina Abu Bakra (RA) and to him by Sayyidina Rasul-ullah (Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallam) and a narration from Mu mmar (RA) from the chain of Ayub (RA) and from him Sayyidina Abu
Bakra (RA). And Ghandar (RA) narrates that Shu’ba narrated to him and Mansoor (RA) narrated to him and
Rab'i 1bn Khirash (RA) narrated to him and Sayyidina Abu Bakra (RA) to him and Sayyidina Rasul-ullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam) to him and Sufyan (RA) didn’'t narrate it as Marfoo from the chain of Mansoor
(RA){/jb_bluebox}

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Muammal bin Ismail (RA) is mentioned in the Taleegat of Saheeh Bukhari
and there is no Hadeeth narrated from him at all!

Responses to other objections on Muammil 1bn Ismail (RA) by Zubair Ali Zai (Ahl-e-Hadeeth)

The personal practise of Sufyan Thawri (RA) of placing the hands beneath the Navel

As explained earlier that none of the students of Sufyan Thawri (RA) narrate these additional wordings of "On
His Chest" and it is also note that Imam Sufyan Thawri (RA) was from the people of knowledge of Kufa (i.e.
that he followed the School of Imam Abu Haneefa (RA)) and he was of the opinion that hands should be placed
beneath the Navel in Salah as mentioned by the authoritative book of Hanblai Madhab, Al-Mughni:
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It isinconceivable that Sufyan Thawri (RA) had an authentic narration of placing the hands upon the chest and
yet chose to disregard it and practised placing the hands beneath the navel!

Specific Hadeeth No 2 about placing hands upon the chest:
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{jb_bluebox} Sayyiduna Hulb (ra) relates, 'l saw the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) turn from both his
right and left and | also saw him place this upon his chest.' Y ahya (one of the narrators) described this as being
the right hand upon the left above the wrist joint. (Ahmad 21460.){/jb_bluebox}

Allamah Hashim Sindhi says in Dirham a Surrah p. 113 that both Simak bin Harb and Qabeesah (two of the
narrators of this hadeeth) have been disparaged by some of the ulama of jarh and t'adeel.)

The above hadeeth contains the words 'upon his chest'. This extra wording is not firmly established or
confirmed, because of all the narrators who report this hadeeth from Simak, only one reports this extra wording.

Observe the following narrations of the same hadeeth without the extra wording of ‘upon his chest'.

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Abu a Ahwas reports from Simak bin Harb from Qabeesah bin Hulb from
his father that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would lead us in prayer and would clasp his left
hand with hisright.
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{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Shareek reports from Simak from Qabeesah bin Hulb from his father who
says (towards the end of a longer hadeeth), 'l saw him place one of his hands on the other and | also saw
him turn once towards his right and once towards his left.’
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{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Wakee reports from Sufyan from Simak bin Harb from Qabeesah bin Hulb
from his father who says, 'l saw the Prophet (sallallahu aaihi wa sallam) place his right hand upon his left
in prayer and | also saw him turn away from both his right and left.’
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{jb_bluedisc}4{/jb_bluedisc} Daraqutni narrates from Abdul Rahman bin Mahdi and Wakee', from Sufyan
from Simak bin Harb from Qabeesah bin Hulb from his father who says, 'l saw the Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam) place his right hand upon hisleft in prayer.' (Daragutni 1087)
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The above narrations all clearly show that the wording 'upon his chest' is an unreliable addition on the part of
one of the reporters and therefore this particular narration is shaadh.

{jb_brownbox} Imam Nimawi adds in his al T'aleeq a Hasan (1/145): ‘| have a suspicion that the wording of
this hadeeth has mistakenly been changed by a writer. The correct words would appear to be "Y adhau hadhihi
ala hadhihi", i.e., "he would place this hand upon this hand", and not "hadhihi ala sadrihi", i.e., "this hand upon
his chest”. Only this wording would be in agreement with the narrators own interpretation of the hadeeth as is
stated in the narration "Y ahya described this as being the right hand upon the left above the wrist joint". This
would also tally with al the other narrations of this hadeeth that do not contain the wording "upon the chest”,
and would also explain why the following authors have not included this narration in their comprehensive
books. Haithami in his Mgm'a a Zawaid, Suyuti in his Jam' a Jawami, and Ali a Muttagi in his Kanz
alUmmal. And Allah knows best.'{/jb_brownbox}

The author of Awn a M'abud also admits that Y ahya's commentary does not fit the wording of the hadeeth.

Even if we were to take this Hadeeth which is Shaadh (in isolation) and differs from various narrations the
narration and ignore that fact then the narator Simaak Ibn Harb (RA) is weak as mentioned by many Masters of
Hadeeth is asfollows:
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Even if we were to take this Hadeeth which is Shaadh (in isolation) and differs from various narrations the
narration and ignore that fact and also ignore the fact that Simaak 1bn Harb (RA) isweak then the next narrator
is also weak according to Masters of Hadeeth:

Specific Hadeeth No 3 about placing hands upon the chest:

{jb_bluebox} Taawoos narrates that The Messenger of Allah [salallahu alayhi wa sallam] used to place his right
hand over hisleft, and then clasp them firmly on his chest during prayer. (Abu Dawood 759){/jb_bluebox}

{jb_brownbox}Imam Nimawi has declared this hadeeth to be weak. (a T'deeq a Hasan 1/145. Allamah
Hashim Sindhi says in Dirham a Surrah p27 that the authenticity of two of its narrators has been disputed:
Sulaiman bin Musa and Haitham bin Humaid.){/jb_brownbox}

{jb_brownbox} This hadith is mursal and its isnad contains Sulaiman bin Musa who has been classified as weak
by some scholars. Bukhari claims that he has munkar narrations. Nasai says that he is not strong in Hadeeth.
Hafidh says in a Tagreeb, "He is a sadooq and fageeh. There is some (leen) "weakness' in his hadeeth."
Furthermore, Abu Dawood has recorded the same narration in his Maraseel but with a different wording.
Instead of "he clasped them firmly on his chest" that narration reads "he entwined the fingers of his hands on his
chest. [Maraseel Abi Dawood, p85]{/jb_brownbox}

This hadeeth is also mursal and although mursal narrations are not readily accepted by others, the Hanafi Ulama
consider them acceptable as evidence. Therefore, as some have pointed out, this narration is binding on us.
However, we say that the saheeh hadith of Sayyiduna Wail bin Hujr [radiyallahu anhu] narrated by Ibn Abi
Shaibah takes precedence and the ahadeeth of Sayyidina Ali (ra) and Siyyiduna Abu Hurairah (ra) are more
acceptable to us because they explicitly mention the sunnah being below the navel. Tawoos's words "he would"
cannot match the words of the companions "it is sunnah”. Also as mentioned earlier the very wording of
Tawoos's hadeeth is in dispute. Moreover, Tawooss mursal narration is opposed to the mursal narrations of
Ibrahim a Nakhai and Abu Mijlaz.

Specific Hadeeth No 4 about placing hands upon the chest:

{jb_bluebox} Sayyiduna Wail ibn Hujr (ra) narrates, "l was present with the Prophet [salallahu alahyi wasalam].
He rose, went towards the masjid and entered the mihraab. He raised his hands with takbeer and then placed his
right hand over hisleft upon his chest.” (Bayhagi 2335){/jb_bluebox}

{jb_brownbox} Imam Nimawi says, "Its isnad is extremely weak. Dhahabi has said about Muhammad bin Hujr
in Mizaan that he has munkar narrations. Bukhari has said that there is a question about him. [Bukhari often
uses this expression to desribe the weakness of a narrator]. Ibn a Turkmani says, "The mother of Abdul Jabbar
is the mother of Yahya. | do no know her name or her details (grade of reliability).” Saeed bin Abdul Jabbar is
also weak. Dhahabi quotes Nasai in his Mizaan as saying that Saeed bin Abdul Jabbar is not strong. Hafidh ibn



Hajar says in Tagreeb, "Saeed bin Abdul Jabbar al Hadhrami a Kufi is weak." [a T'aleeq a Hasan
1/145]{ /jb_brownbox}

Specific Hadeeth No 5 about placing hands upon the chest:

{jb_bluebox} Agabah bin Sahban reports that Sayyiduna Ali (ra) commenting on the verse [So pray unto thy
Lord, and sacrifice] explained, that this means to place the right hand upon the middle of the left upon the chest.
(Bayhagi 2337){/jb_bluebox}

{jb_brownbox} Ibn a Turkmani says that both the sanad and the text of this narration are mudhtarib. [al Jawhar
al Nagiyy 2/46]{/jb_brownbox}

Specific Hadeeth No 6 about placing hands upon the chest:

{jb_bluebox} Abu a Jawz reports from Sayyiduna ibn Abbas (ra) that he said of the verse [So pray unto thy
Lord, and sacrifice]: This means placing the right hand upon the left in prayer, on the chest.(Bayhagi 2339).
{/jb_bluebox}

{jb_brownbox} Allamah Hashim says in Dirham a Surrah p28, "The hadeeth is weak on two accounts. because
it is mugati' and also because three of its narrators, Amr, Yahya and Rawh are weak. So this should be
considered. Furthermore, the authors of Muheet a Burhani and Mgm'a a Bahrain have narrated a marf'u
hadetteh from Ibn Abbas [radiyallahu anhu] with the words "It is part of sunnah to place the right hand upon the
left below the navel in salah."){/jb_brownbox}

{jb_brownbox} Imam Nimawi has declared the isnad of this narration to be weak, "Rawh bin al Musayyab is
matrook [abandoned]. Ibn Hibban says that Rawh Ibn a Musayyab narrates and ascribes fabricated traditions
even to reliable authorities. It is not permissible to narrate from him. Ibn Adiyy says that his narrations are not
preserved." [a T'aleeq a Hasan 1/146]{/jb_brownbox}

{jb_brownbox} The sanad also contains a third narrator, Amr bin Malik al Nakri. Ibn a Turkmani writes of him
in a Jawhar al Naqgiyy saying, "Ibn Adiyy has said that Amr al Nakri is munkar al Hadeeth even when narrating
from reliable authorities. He plagiarised narration and Abu Yala a Mawsili declared him dhaeef.” [al Jawhar al
Nagiyy 2/47]{/jb_brownbox}

{jb_brownbox} The correct Tafseer of thisverse: Ibn Jareer al Tabari, quoting the tafseer of the ulama which he
states is the most correct, writes: "The meaning of this verse is that "Oh Porophet of Allah! Make all your
prayers sincere for the sake of your Lord, whithout any share for other false gods and deities, and also make all
your sacrifices solely for the sake of your Lord without any share for other idols." [Ibn Jareer a Tabari in his
Tafseer 12/724]{/jb_brownbox}

Hadeeth No 7 with implied meanings of placing hands upon the chest:

{jb_bluebox}I1bn Jarir a Dhabbiyy reports from his father who said, "I saw Ali (ra) clasping his left hand with
his right on the wrist, above the navel." (Abu Dawood 757){ /jb_bluebox}

{jb_brownbox} Imam Nimawi writes in Aathar a Sunan that the additional wording "above the navel" is not
authentic and established. The same hadeeth has been narrated in a Safinah a Jaraidiyyah on the authority of
Muslim bin Ibrahim, one of Bukhari's shaykhs, in a Musannaf of Abu Bakr bin Abi Shaibah, [Ibn Abi Shaibah



3940 & 8722] and in Bukhari [in the chapters relating to actions in salah] in muallag, abridged form. However,
none of these narrations contain the extra wording "above the navel”. The only narrator to include this
additional wording in the hadeeth is Abu Badr Shuja bin al Walid narrating from Abu Talut Abdus Salam bin
Abi Hazim. Shuja has been considered reliable by some, but Abu Hatim says of him as quoted by Hafidh 1bn
Haar in his introduction [to Fath a Bari], and by Dhahabi in his Mizan that "He is weak in hadeeth; a shaykh
who is not strong and therefore, his word cannot be acceptable in evidence, athough he has saheeh ahadeeth
from Muhammad bin Amr bin Algamah." Hafidh Ibn Hajar also says in his Tagreeb, "He is pious, sudooq and
he has mistakes." [al T'aleeq a Hasan 1/146]{/jb_brownbox}

Doesthe Qur'aan imply about placing hands upon the Chest?

Lord, and sacrifice certain Scholars have claimed that the word relates to placing the hands
upon the chest. Imam Al-Hafidh Ibn Katheer (RA) discussed the matter in his Tafseer and concludes:

{jb_bluebox} All of these opinions are very strange, and the correct opinion is the first one, that what is intended
by ??? isritua sacrifice of an animal.{/jb_bluebox}

Does Saheeh Bukhari narrate about placing handsupon the Chest?

Absolutely Not! Here is the evidence claimed by others:
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{jb_bluebox} Sayyidina Sahl b. Sad (RA) said, "The people were ordered to place the right hand on the left
forearm in the prayer." Sayyidina Abu Haazim (RA) said, "I did not know it except as the order from the
Prophet (Sallallaahu 'alayhi wasallam)" [Bukhari]{/jb_bluebox}

Heavy conjecture with the Hadeeth of Saheeh Bukhari!

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Can someone spot anything about the chest in this Hadeeth?

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Those upon conjecture answer, "The answer is that pay close attention to the
wording. The Sunnah is to put the right hand upon the left forearm, which is the area between the wrist and
the elbow. When your right hand is upon your |eft elbow then the matter will become clear to you."

anywhere from from the Elbow to the Wrist and the matter will become clear to you immediately! Y ou will find
acontradiction here as follows:



{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Y ou can either place your hands on the chest (directly)

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} OR cover the entire area between from the "Elbow to the Wrist". In order to
do so you will need to move your hands below the Chest.

Due to the anatomy of the human body it is not possible to carry both of these simultaneously, in order to
illustrate the point we have drawn red lines across the chest of the gentlemen below and red circles where the

Elbow to the Wrist") is still visible. Note the following in the picture:

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Note the position of the hands with respect to the chest

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Note the position of the right hand to the left hand and areas which are
covered

{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Note the actual positioning of the right hand upon the left hand i.e. some are
clasping while others are merely placing the right hand upon the left.

{jb_bluedisc} 4{/jb_bluedisc} Subsequently to point 3, note the angle of right hand which obvioudly differs
when someone grabs or clasps or merely placesit flat.



Before moving onto the chapter heading in Saheeh Muslim please understand that this interpretation is based on
conjecture otherwise the words chest, or below the chest or above or below the Navel are not mentioned

then it istheir speculation (as a human) and not Hadeeth of Sayyidina Rasul-ullah (Sallallho Alaihe Wassallam).

Last but not least if people want to employ conjecture and make Qiyas upon the Hadeeth of Sayyidina Rasul-
ullah (Sallallaho Alaihe Wassallam) then others who hold a different opinion should aso be allowed to employ
conjecture to prove their position, why the double standards? We are not presenting this picture as evidence it’s
actually displayed by those who propose the idea of placing the hands upon the chest, we would rather deal
strictly with Qur’ aan & Sunnah and not put pictures of Dr Zakir Naik and others as evidence.

Does Saheeh Mudlim narrate about placing hands upon the Chest?

Absolutely Not! Here is the Chapter heading from Saheeh Muslim:
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{jb_bluebox} The placing of the right hand over the left hand after the first Takbir in prayer (Takbir-i-Tahrima)
below the chest and placing them opposite the shoulders in prostration.{/jb_bluebox}

And hereis the actual Hadeeth from Saheeh Muslim:


images/hands_chest-2.jpg

{jb_bluebox} Sayyidina Walil b. Hujr (RA) reported: He saw the Apostle of Allah (Sallallaho Alaihe
Wassallam) raising his hands at the time of beginning the prayer and reciting takbir, and according to Hammam
(the narrator), the hands were lifted opposite to ears. He (the Holy Prophet) then wrapped his hands in his cloth
and placed his right hand over his left hand. And when he was about to bow down, he brought out his hands
from the cloth, and then lifted them, and then recited takbir and bowed down, and when (he came back to the
erect position) he recited:" Allah listened to him who praised Him." And when prostrates. he prostrated between
the two palms. [Muslim]{/jb_bluebox}

Conflict between placing the hands upon the Chest and Hadeeth of Saheeh Muslim!

There are five problems with using this Hadeeth as evidence for those who propose placing the hands upon the
chest in Salah:

actually from Imam Nawawi (RA) and Imam Muslim (RA) didn't state that.

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} The chapter heading clearly states"Below the Chest"!

{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Imam Muslim (RA) has only brought one Hadeeth in this Chapter and if we
are to assume that there is a connection between the Hadeeth and the Chapter heading then although there
is no mention of placing the hands (in the Hadeeth) we assume that it is meant to imply "Below the Chest"!

{jb_bluedisc}4{/jb_bluedisc} If this narration of SayyidinaWail b. Hujr (RA) is meant to imply "Below
the Chest" then it contradicts with the narration (presented in number 1 of this article) by SayyidinaWalil b.
Hujr (RA) where he specifically mentions "On His Chest".

{jb_bluedisc} 5{/jb_bluedisc} Now go back and take a good look at the picture of the various gentlemen
praying and judge for yourself if their hands are "Below the Chest" or "upon the Chest"? If you were to
look at the picture honestly and with afair mind then you will notice that some of them have their hands
way below the chest while others dlightly below!



Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (RA) declares placing hands upon the
chest in Salah M akrooh:
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lmam |bn Qayyim Al-Jawziyya (RA) forbids placing hands upon the
chest in Salah and declar es placing them beneath the Navel as Sunnah:

Firstly, the noble Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyya (RA) states that the additional words of "On His Chest" are narrated
by none other then Muammil 1bn Ismail (RA) as discussed here and the narration isin fact weak.

Secondly, he also states that the correct Sunnah isto place the hands in Salah beneath the Navel.
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http://ia700509.us.archive.org/13/items/sofeqh/sof3.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibn_Qayyim_Al-Jawziyya
http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?flag=1&bk_no=34&ID=322

