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{jb_quote}It is not permissable to accept wages for the recitation of Qur'aan.{/jb_quote}

Accepting explicit or implicit wages for leading Taraweeh
Shaykh (Mufti) Abdur-Rauf Sakharwi (HA)
{jb_bluedisc}a{/jb_bluedisc} What is the status of paying wages for Taraweeh Salah to be read?
Some Huffadh clearly and explicitly deal with the matter (of wages) while others implicitly say that
whatever you want to give and at other places those responsible say that we will give whatever we
can from our own free will. Thus is it acceptable in Shariah to set wages in this manner conditionally
or implicitly?

{jb_bluedisc}b{/jb_bluedisc} Some places give clothes and some Mosques have a collection before or
after the Khatam (of the Qur'aan) and the collected amount is donated to the ones leading the
Taraweeh, what is the injunction in this matter?

{jb_bluedisc}c{/jb_bluedisc} Some people individually (and in secret) provide financial assistance to
the Huffadh when nothing is set or determined in advance. In addition, can the Huffadh claim
(travel) expenses from the Mosque administration? Furthermore, if the Huffadh are travelling to
another city for (leading) Taraweeh can they claim accommodation expenses (while resident there)?

{jb_bluedisc}a & b {/jb_bluedisc} {jb_dropcap}W{/jb_dropcap}ages for the recitation of the Qur'aan during
Taraweeh whether conditional or implicit which is a custom through one type or another is prevalent in our
times and the Huffadh also try to find places where "maximum gains" can be achieved and are even willing
endure travelling to another city. If there is no hope for receiving anything they make excuses and trying to opt
out of going to such a place and whether they say it (from their tongue) but a desire lurks in the heart of
receiving some reward. All of these guises whether cash, gift, clothes etc are Haram (impermissible) because to

recite the Qur'aan is an act of worship and it is (impermissible) to receive wages on an act of worship
Some people try to equate the situation with Adhan/Iqamah , teaching and giving and talks but this comparison
is false because the original Fatwa in all of these matters is also that (wages and remuneration) are Haram
(impermissible) and it is the later Fuqaha (Scholars of Fiqh) who permitted it since all of these matters are
necessities of Islam and hence an exemption has been provided but recitation of the Qur'aan during Taraweeh is
not a necessity thus to accept wages will continue to remain Haram (impermissible) [this issue has been
discussed in detail on Imdadul-Fatawa, volume 1 page 290). Thus if a Hafidh who is willing to recite for the
sake of the Allah (SWT) cannot be found then the Taraweeh should be recited with Surah Al-Fil (chapter 105)
i.e. the last 10 chapters should be recited (twice in order).

{jb_bluedisc}c{/jb_bluedisc} If a Hafidh recited exclusively for the sake of Allah (SWT), there was no explicit
or implicit arrangement (for remuneration) and he had no intention for it and then someone presents something
in secret spontaneously then it will be permissible to accept this and this is not in the same category as wages.

